


 Our resolve to make a Vanderbilt education accessible and affordable to all 

admitted students is stronger than ever. Both our need-based and merit-based 

scholarships reflect our dedication to making a Vanderbilt education possible. 
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OPPORTUNITY VANDERBILT  
NEED-BASED  

SCHOLARSHIPS  
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Financial aid awards do not include loans to 
meet demonstrated need. 

The average need based financial aid package for 
first 





 

   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

NEED-BASED AWARDS TO 
FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS 2019–2020** 

$71,695 

$70,533 

$67,705 

$60,331 

$57,693 

$53,031 

$47,575 

$39,020 

$35,137 

$22,355 

MEDIAN 
ANNUAL AWARD 

100% 

100% 

97% 

97% 

99% 

97% 

93% 

91% 

72% 

23% 

% OF APPLICANTS 
OFFERED AID 

PARENT 
INCOME RANGE 

$0–39,999 

$40,000–59,999 

$60,000–79,999 

$80,000–99,999 

$100,000–119,999 

http://vu.edu/netprice
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Vanderbilt awards 
merit-based scholarships 

to applicants who 
demonstrate exceptional 

accomplishment and 
intellectual promise. 
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SIGNATURE  
MERIT-BASED  

SCHOLARSHIPS  
Three signature scholarships — the Ingram Scholars Program, the Cornelius 
Vanderbilt Scholarship, and the Chancellor’s Scholarship — comprise the majority 
of Vanderbilt’s merit-based awards. 

Recipients of these scholarships are guaranteed full-tuition awards for up to eight 
semesters that include a stipend for research, study abroad, a creative endeavor, 
or the required Immersion Vanderbilt experience. 

MISSION AND HISTORY OF VANDERBILT’S 
SIGNATURE SCHOLARSHIPS 

INGRAM SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
E. Bronson Ingram, chairman of the Vanderbilt University Board of Trust from 1991 
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NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS 
Vanderbilt provides scholarship assistance for students named National Merit 
Finalists. Students must be admitted and designate Vanderbilt as their first-
choice school with the National Merit Corporation by the final deadline to receive 
Vanderbilt’s National Merit Scholarship. For those finalists who also receive one 





 
 

HOW TO APPLY 
FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 

AT VANDERBILT 

10 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  
’  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

-  
 

 
 

 
-  

 

  

OPPORTUNITY VANDERBILT  
NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS  

Financial aid forms and instructions are available at vu.edu/finaid. 

SIMPLY SUBMIT TWO FORMS: 

College Scholarship Service 
(CSS) Financial Aid 

PROFILE  

Your FAFSA and CSS PROFILE results will be sent to us 
electronically. Our office will review these two forms 
upon receipt, and, if necessary, we will request additional 
documentation to verify your information. If you are 

Free Application for
 
Federal Student Aid

(FAFSA)  

 

Need-based assistance is awarded for one year and 
students must re-apply each year to determine 

http://vu.edu/finaid
http://vu.edu/apply
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DATES AND DEADLINES  

Ingram 

Cornelius Vanderbilt 

Chancellor’s 

Additional Merit 

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION 

REQUIRED? 
APPLICATION 

ENCOURAGED? DEADLINE NOTIFICATION 

Yes 

Yes* 

Yes* 

Yes* 

December 1, 2019 

December 1, 2019 

December 1, 2019 

December 1, 2019 

By mid March, 2020 

By mid March, 2020 

By mid March, 2020 

By mid March, 2020 

* Qualified students may also be identified for consideration on the basis of the application for first 



   

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

  
  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
When I apply for need-based financial aid, 
am I also being considered for Vanderbilt 
merit-based scholarships? 
No, the application for need-based scholarships is separate 
from the merit-based scholarship application process. 
To be considered for merit-based scholarships, there is a 
separate application process via your MyAppVU portal after 
you apply for admission. Additional information regarding 
scholarships, including opportunities for National Merit 
Finalists, can be found at vu.edu/scholarships. 

How can I find out about scholarships or 
financial aid that may be available outside 
of Vanderbilt? 
Vanderbilt students have been very successful in obtain
ing outside sources of assistance. For example, during 
the 2018–2019 academic year, Vanderbilt undergrad
uates were awarded outside assistance of more than 
$6,560,471. This included more than $2.4 million in gift 
assistance from the Tennessee Education Lottery Schol

mailto:finaid@vanderbilt.edu
http://fastweb.com
http://vu.edu/scholarships
http://vu.edu/loans-fedplus
http://vu.edu/finaid


  

http://vu.edu/finaid
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